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There is no branch of surgery in which this is more strikingly shown than in the operative treatment of uterus, tubes, and ovaries.
Ten or fifteen years ago, a surgeon was considered conservative if he removed a diseased tube and ovary and left the sound organs on the opposite side. Cystic and sclerotic ovaries were removed for dysmenorrhea, and the presence of somewhat large and unruptured Graafian follicles was often the death knell of some unfortunate ovary. A pyosalpinx on one side was sufficient indication for the removal of both Fallopian tubes.
In the face of work such as that of Fraenkel, Cohn, Marshall, Jolly, and others, the responsibility of the surgeon is a great one when he removes an ovary entire, and this applies in not much less degree to the surgical treatment of the uterus and Fallopian tube. 
